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in exchange she made the Sultan cede to Roumania the
Dobrudsha, a fertile but unhealthy and deserted country. Rou-
mania appealed to the Congress of Berlin, but secured only a
slight increase of compensation.

The war made Roumania a sovereign state. Her indepen-
dence, which had been proclaimed by the Roumanian Chambers
as early as 1877, was officially recognised by the Sultan and the
Congress, but on the condition of granting legal equality with-
out religious distinctions; this related to the Jews of Moldavia,
who numbered nearly 300,000, and had hitherto been excluded
from "political rights. The title of prince was replaced by that
of King in 1881.

The Kingdom of Roumania was still, however, far from includ-
ing the whole Rotunan stock. Not to mention the Wallachian
shepherds and Roumanish communities scattered through Bul-
garia, Servia, and Macedonia, there remained a half million of
Roumans in Bessarabia, 2,500,000 in Hungary and Transylvania,
and 200,000 in Bukovina. A party has been formed to deliver
unredeemed Roumania (Roumania irredenta). It has put itself
in communication with the outside Roumans, especially those in
Hungary, and has made "sundry demonstrations against which
the Hungarian government has publicly protested.

On the other hand an Orthodox Russian movement has been
made among the clergy by the priests educated in the Russian
seminary of Kiev, and among the peasants, by the popes and
peddlers of patriotic Russian emblems. The Roumanian
Church, governed by a synod of its own bishops, under the di-
rection of lay officers, has been declared wholly independent of
the Greek Patriarch of Constantinople. This led to an Ortho-
dox agitation, aimed in reality against the King, on account of
his being a Catholic. In order to calm the discontent the King
had his nephew and heir, Prince Ferdinand, brought into Rou-
mania; this prince has himself remained a Catholic, but has had
his son baptized in the Orthodox faith (1893).

The Liberal ministry went on building railroads and establish-
ing schools and supporting the King's military enterprise of turn-
ing Bucharest into a great fortified camp. The ministry at-
tempted an agrarian reform. In 1884 it procured a revision of
the Constitution, abolishing the national guard, and making the
suffrage more democratic by suppressing thj separate group of
Sooo-franc electors. A small socialist party was formed, having
its centre at Bucharest and seeking to gain the support of the